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them, metaphors, entanglements, combinations. I
brought some of them to our sheykh, old Abu-Suley-
man Mohammad Ibn Bahrain, the logician of Sijistan,
and laid them before him. He looked at them all
day, and went about with them for a long time, and
then gave them back to me. He said, * They weary
without satisfying, deny without refuting, give with-
out pleasing, weave without woof, comb out and curl
again. They believe what neither is nor can be.
They believe it is possible to class philosophy (to wit,
the doctrine of stars, and spheres, and measures, and
the Almegist) and the doctrine of the workings of
Nature, and music, and logic, in quality and quantity,
under the head of religion, and thus join faith and
reason. But that is a goal never yet reached, which
many, with keener spirit, more power, and conspicuous
judgment, have striven after before these without
attaining the desired end: rather did they succeed
in working mischief, grievous ill, and a sorry end.1 "
And here the speakers plunge into a discussion as to
the possibility of a union between religion and philo-
sophy, into which we will not follow them. The con-
versation proves that the work did create a sensation
on its first appearance, and shows how some scholars
regarded it,

Of the authorship of the fifty-one tracts, we have
seen that some doubt existed : the general opinion is
that Zeyd's writings were the nucleus of the col-
lection, and that the four friends, mentioned by Abu-
Hayyan above, were his collaborators. Zeyd was the
leader in the* crusade against the vices of the time.
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